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Quantitative Requirements for Federal 
Financial Assistance
This article aims to elucidate the quantitative requirements established for students seeking federal financial 

assistance. The two primary requisites include maintaining a satisfactory completion rate of credits attempted 

and ensuring that the total credits attempted do not exceed a specified limit. These regulations are essential 

for students seeking to secure funds for their education, as they encourage academic progress and the 

prudent use of financial resources.

Introduction

Federal financial assistance plays a crucial role in facilitating access to higher education for millions of 

students across the United States. However, to maintain eligibility for such aid, students must meet certain 

quantitative requirements that are reflective of their academic performance and commitment. In this context, 

the purpose of this paper is to discuss the following: the completion percentage required for satisfactory 

academic progress, the limitations on the number of credits attempted, the inclusion of various grades in 

credit calculations, and the appeal process for students who fail to meet these criteria.

Completion Rate Requirement

The first quantitative requirement for maintaining eligibility for federal financial assistance is centered on the 

completion rate of credits attempted. Specifically, students must successfully complete and earn credit for at 

least 66.6% of the credits they attempt during their enrollment. This requirement reflects a commitment to 

academic performance and progress, nudging students toward achieving their educational goals.

Calculation of Completion Rate

To evaluate whether students meet the 66.6% completion threshold, the institution will adhere to the 

following rules:

Attempted Credits: All credits a student enrolls in and attempts will be counted.
Courses Considered Non-Passing: Grades such as 'W' (Withdrawn), 'I' (Incomplete), 'F' (Fail), 
'XF' (Fail in combination with academic dishonesty), and 'NC' (No Credit) will not count as 
successfully completed. As a result, these grades will adversely impact the completion 
percentage.



For instance, if a student attempts 30 credits and successfully completes 20, the completion rate would be 

calculated as follows:

[ \text{Completion Rate} = \left( \frac{\text{Successfully Completed Credits}}{\text{Attempted Credits}} \right) 

\times 100 = \left( \frac{20}{30} \right) \times 100 \approx 66.67% ]

In this case, the student's completion rate would be rounded to 67%, meeting the requirement.

Maximum Credit Limit

The second requirement mandates that the number of credits attempted by the student must not exceed 

150% of the number of credits required for their published primary degree program. This regulation aims to 

ensure that students do not prolong their enrollment unnecessarily, which could lead to increased financial 

burdens and prolonged timelines for degree completion.

Calculation of Maximum Attempted Credits

To calculate the maximum credits allowed, the following framework applies:

[ \text{Maximum Attempted Credits} = 120 \times 1.5 = 180 \text{ credits} ]

Thus, a student pursuing a 120-credit program must complete their degree within 180 attempted credits.

Inclusion of Transferred and Forgiven Courses

Even when students earn credits at other institutions, these credits are taken into account when assessing 

both the completion percentage and the 150% credit limit. For instance, if a student transfers 30 credits to 

the University of Arkansas, these will factor into both the completion percentage and the total credits 

attempted.

Furthermore, any courses that have been forgiven or excluded through means such as academic bankruptcy, 

grade forgiveness, or other institutional policies must still be included in the calculations for satisfactory 

academic progress. This stipulation underscores the importance of each course attempted, emphasizing 

accountability in educational pursuits.

Annual Determination of Eligibility

To ensure that students remain cognizant of their academic progress, the determination of their status 

concerning quantitative requirements occurs annually after the conclusion of the spring semester. Should a 

Truncation and Rounding: The completion percentage is calculated by truncating after the 
first decimal place and rounding it to the nearest whole number, emphasizing the necessity 
for academic diligence.

If a student's degree program requires 120 credits for completion, the maximum credits 
they can attempt would be calculated as:



student fail to meet the 66.6% completion rate or exceed 150% of the required credits, they forfeit their 

eligibility for federal financial assistance.

Appeal Process

In cases where students do not meet the quantitative requirements, they have the option to appeal for 

reinstatement of their financial aid eligibility. The appeal process typically involves submitting a petition 

detailing the circumstances that led to their shortcomings, along with supporting documentation. The 

institution will then review the appeals on a case-by-case basis, allowing for discretion and consideration of 

unique situations.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the quantitative requirements for federal financial assistance serve to promote academic 

integrity and ensure that students make measurable progress towards their degree objectives. By adhering to 

the completion rate of 66.6% and maintaining an attempted credit limit of 150% of their program 

requirements, students can safeguard their eligibility for vital financial resources. The inclusion of transferred 

courses and the complexity of the appeal process further emphasize the critical nature of understanding and 

navigating these requirements effectively. By actively engaging with these quantitative parameters, students 

can enhance their educational experiences while utilizing federal financial assistance responsibly.
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